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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****The Air Force and U.S. Space Command have long-range plans to
demonstrate the technologies necessary to execute prompt global strikes with precision conventional weapons
through space launched from the U.S. homeland to any point on the globe in 90 minutes or less. While the
Space Operations Vehicle concept is the postulated delivery vehicle early in the 2010 decade, long-range
conventional ballistic missiles could provide an initial capability as early as 2005. In light of the potentially
aggressive use of weapons of mass destruction by rogue adversaries in future wars, this paper explores the
potential benefits and drawbacks of a capability to conduct prompt global strikes through space with
conventional ballistic missiles and the Space Operations Vehicle. Political and military factors involved in the
strategic decision to acquire, deploy, and employ such a capability are also examined, with emphasis on the Air
Forcesrole.
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