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Pennsylvania State University Press, United States, 2006. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 224 x 150 mm.
Language: English Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****The radical changes in the Soviet bloc and the
ending of the Cold War have made the sheer absurdity of the arms race transparent to virtually all observers.
Yet none of the current theories of the arms race provides a coherent and systematic account of how, in the
belated words of Time magazine, such a pathology developed in the first place. Moreover, none of these
theories can readily address much less explain the rapid shifts in attitudes toward nuclear weapons that
occurred at the start and at the end of the 1980s.While not denying explanatory value to bureaucratic,
technical, political, and economic factors, The Rise and Fall of Nuclearism focuses attention instead on the
cultural dimensions of the arms race. It traces the long-term secular changes in Western societies that made the
faith in nuclearism possible to begin with; and it draws on sociological concepts to explain how such a
misplaced faith accrued to nuclear weapons and why this faith eventually came undone. The concept of moral
panic is central to the argument. Ungar shows that moral panics were precipitated by authentic surges of fear
responding to perceived Soviet challenges to American nuclear supremacy; these panics provided the political
leverage for large-scale nuclear buildups and made possible the growth of the military-industrial complex in
the United States. Elite efforts to orchestrate panics, however, typically failed or backfired. The key to
understanding the episodic nature of the arms race, Ungar argues, lies in the dynamic oscillation between
nuclear worship, which viewed the bomb as the source of salvation, and nuclear dread, which conjured up
images of vaporized cities and an end to civilization. In the concluding chapter...
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