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indexed. Not illustrated. 1873 Excerpt: .by Peter in his youth, like an article unused for years, which needed only
to have the rust rubbed off, enabled him not only to give the boy assistance, but to understand much of what
would otherwise have been to him wholly unintelligible. For the Barine used the Bible as a text-book, and Peter s
English. Bible, his mother s book, so carefully treasured, was always produced when Ivan s lesson was a
translation; and as the child stammered and read, just as he used to stammer and read at his mother s knee,
many things, long forgotten, came to his recollection--little incidents connected with his mother, sweet to have
recalled to his memory, and instructions she had given him which he now wondered he could neglect. And as
Ivan faithfully repeated every word of the explanations of the spiritual meaning of the passages translated,
which the Barine always gave him, Peter began to take a personal interest in the contents of the book, which he
had hitherto regarded with ignorant, superstitious reverence. Slowly light began to glimmer in the dark nooks
and crannies of the old man s mind, --light which gradually spread and increased, till the darkness melted
away, and was insensibly lost in the full blaze of the noontide brightness of the light, the imperishable light of
truth. Yes, though poor old Peter would have found it difficult to explain the process, and impossible, perhaps,
to specify the exact time at which he...
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