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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1922 edition. Excerpt: . CHAPTER XXXIV CONCLUSION THE SOCIOLOGIC ASPECTS
OP DENTAL DISEASE The authors feel that this study of periodontic infections should not be brought to a
conclusion without some consideration of the sociological importance of these disease conditions. The
development of dentistry has taken place with a constant emphasis on the repair of damage already done. The
trend of modern conditions of living has increased the demand for reparative work to an extent which has
made it well nigh impossible for the dentist to keep ahead of the immediate needs of his patients, to say nothing
of giving sufficient attention to the field of prophylaxis. Moreover this effort to retain the teeth has unwittingly
led him into methods of practice which have undermined to a degree the health of the individuals so served.
The influence of dental disease and oral sepsis on the public health has been a matter of such recent
demonstration that the dental profession has as yet been unable to adjust itself to the responsibilities disclosed
by modern research. The dentist has been unable to grasp the weighty problems concerned in the prevention of
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