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indexed. Not illustrated. 1898 Excerpt: .of the Speculum. Not even sufficient mechanical link remains to connect
this poem with that noble alliterative group of the West Cuntre, whose literary ancestors were Caedmon and
Cynewulf, and whose latest minstrel was the Gawain poet; see Professor Thomas in her Zurich dissertation Sir
Oawayne and the Green Knight,1 and Dr. Trautmann,2 Ueber Verfasser einiger allit. Gedichte; see also
Gollancz,3 Pearl, p. xx. But though the poet4 cannot geste--rom, ram, ruf--by lettre, 5 yet his usage of
alliteration occurs sometimes unconsciously, accepting formulae common to the language of poetry and
practical life in the century. Occasionally an example seems introduced deliberately according to literary
standards for the purpose of ornament. As a rule one alliterative syllable occurs in the first half line, i. e. before
the caesura, one in the second. A line may have two alliterating syllables in the second half line and none in the
first. In general, alliteration as here illustrated unites words connected by some normal syntactical relationship.
The association is as in Chaucer based on metrical accent in preference to logical or word accent. The
alliterative principle is illustrated in combinations as follows: 1. Verb and object.6--(a) Derived from distinct
radicals: v. 28 tele jou tfelle.--42 Zyf he Zadde.--463 7iope. Tiabbe (Ziaue). 477.--689, 690 7iaue /tope to Tieuene
blisse.-464 sey be sob.--983 mak me wiete. See also 35 Zouede (god and) his fare, (b) Presenting an etymological
relationship between verb and cognate 1 In Sir Oawayne and the Green Knight....
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