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CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on
demand. Paperback. 48 pages. Dimensions: 11.0in. x 8.5in. x 0.lin.Colon cancer is a common malignancy
affecting both women and men. In 2012, it is expected to be the fourth most commonly diagnosed cancer (after
prostate, breast, and lung cancer) with an estimated 103, 170 new cases and, combined with rectal cancer, is
the second most common cause of cancer deaths (after lung cancer) with 51, 690 deaths. The most important
prognostic factor for colon cancer is stage at diagnosis. About 40 percent of patients with colon cancer are
initially diagnosed with stage | disease (these localized tumors do not invade through the muscularis propria).
Stage | disease has a 5-year survival rate of over 95 percent. Five-year survival rates for patients diagnosed with
stage Il disease are between 58 and 83 percent. Stage Il colon cancer is characterized by full-thickness tumor
invasion of the bowel wall and the absence of lymph node and distant metastases. Stage Il disease is now
subdivided into IIA (T3 tumors that invade through the muscularis propria into the pericolorectal tissues), 11B
(T4a tumors that directly penetrate to the surface of the visceral peritoneum), and IIC (T4b tumors where tumor
directly invades or is adherent to other organs or structures). The relative 5-year survival rate for stage Il T4a
tumors is higher than for T4b lesions. Stages Il and IV have a worse prognosis. A number of negative
prognostic factors, that is, factors associated with increased risk of recurrence, have been identified in stage Il
disease including T4 tumors (which tend to be large); obstruction or bowel perforation at initial diagnosis; an
inadequately low number of assessed lymph nodes from surgery (12 or fewer); poorly differentiated histology,
vascular, lymphatic, and perineural invasion; a...
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