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RareBooksClub. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 264 pages.
Original publisher: Washington, D. C : U. S. Dept. of the Interior, National Park Service, 2005 OCLC Number:
(OCoLC)76835289 Subject: Wildfires -- United States -- Management -- History. Excerpt: . . . They sometimes had
positive ecological impact, but under the military model, the existence of fire betrayed a moral failure that
counteracted one of the Armys greatest 11 strengths, its ability to compel behavior. The tension between the
military as enforcers of a national code and residents as representatives of an individualist past increased.
Before the military arrived, park superintendents decided that tourists and their campfires were the most
frequent sources of man-made fire. Without organized areas for camping and accustomed to spending nights
outside wherever they chose, local and regional travelers did not yet regard Yellowstone as sacred space but
rather behaved within its boundaries as they did anywhere else. Little in the federal code compelled them to act
in any other way, for although Yellowstone had been formally established, no set of administrative regulations
to govern it had yet been devised. This difference in perception required intervention from administrators. Once
assistant superintendents were appointed, they functioned in the capacities later associated with rangers. Chief
among their obligations was to assiduously monitor campfires. Careful with their own fires, they insisted that
tourists who camped in Yellowstone show equal vigilance. Their efforts yielded positive results. In 1879, when
July, August, and September had remained precariously dry after a stormy June, fires remained at a minimum.
Superintendent Philetus W. Norris attributed this success to the persistent watchful nature of his charges and to
their ability to impress the importance of close monitoring of fire on park visitors. As a result, Norris believed,
less damage was done...
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